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26th September 2023
Dear Parents and Carers

RE: Attendance

There has been a lot in the news lately regarding attendance, but the fact remains that in order to do well, children need to be in school consistently. Not only is their learning important but time at school means building all important social skills, confidence and self-esteem.
In terms of school days missed in one academic year: 
98% attendance = less than 4 days absence 
95% = less than 10 days absence 
90% = 4 weeks absence 
85% = 5 ½ weeks absence 
80% = 7 ½ weeks absence 
Over 5 school years: 85-90% attendance = roughly half a school year missed 

80% attendance = one whole school year missed 
We do understand that as parents you are in the best position to judge whether your child is well enough to attend school. Please see the documents attached with this letter which provide some helpful advice. Avoidable absence for days out, long weekends and holidays are absences that I would ask you to consider carefully before taking your child out of school. Attendance regulations dictate that Headteachers are not permitted to authorise leaves of absence during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances. 
To promote attendance at school positively, we will continue with our weekly class attendance competition, where the class with the best attendance wins Barnaby Bear for the week. In addition to this, we will be introducing a termly raffle. Each week the children who have achieved 100% attendance will be given a raffle ticket. These raffle tickets will be collected over the term and then on the last day of term the raffle will be called with the winning child receiving a £10 Amazon gift voucher and some stationery. 

Thank you for your continued support with attendance.

Yours sincerely

Amy Moat

Assistant Headteacher and SENCO
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